Computers to add library capabilities by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
2-6-1986 
Computers to add library capabilities 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Computers to add library capabilities" 
(1986). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 9890. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/9890 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 




Office of University Relations • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
MEDIA RELEASE
COMPUTERS ADD TO LIBRARY CAPABILITIES
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The Mike and Maureen Mansfield Library at the University of Montana has 
acquired four new computers in the past year and expects to have a total of 
10 computer work stations running by the end of the 1985-86 school year. The 
new computers are used by reference librarians at the reference desk and are 
capable of finding items owned by other libraries that users may borrow. The 
automated system is also used internally to buy and catalog library materials.
The new equipment is made possible by the continued annual gifts of the 
disbanded Theta Rho Chapter of Delta Delta Delta Sorority. Last October 
at its annual meeting Theta Rho contributed $15,000 to the Mansfield Library, 
bringing the total in gifts made since 1982 to nearly $70,000. When Theta Rho 
disbanded in 1971, the chapter's assests of $210,000 were put in a trust to 
benefit the library.
In 1985, the funds enabled the library to make major advancements in its 
electronic research facilities. The library has joined the Research Libraries 
Information Network as well as the Western Library Network. Through these 
electronic networks, the library has access to over 15 million books and 1.7 
million serial publications nationwide. It also has access to a database 
containing records for books, serials, music scores, records, films, maps and 
archival materials.
The library will obtain a computerized catalog in 1989. The catalog
-more-
will allow additional methods of looking up information and will provide 
automated check-out of books and other materials. It will eventually replace 
the current catalog system.
Plans for 1986 expenditures of the 1985 gift are not yet complete, but 
Ruth Patrick, dean of Library Services at UM, anticipates that the gift will 
be spent along similar lines as last year.
The Mansfield Library owns more than 600,000 books and audio-visual 
items. Audio-visual materials are available from Instructional Materials 
Services, located in the Social Sciences Building.
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Davidson adds that, while dry rush has attracted fewer pledges, the 
number of men completing pledging has increased. FIJI currently has seven 
pledges, Crews says.
FIJI pledges tend to be older students, Davidson says.
’’Because they (Phi Gamma Delta brothers) project a more mature at­
titude, they tend to attract an older student seeking a more responsible 
group,” Davidson says. One problem with this trend, he adds, is that FIJI 
should have more of a balance of under- and upperclassmen.
Crews looks at the bright side; his fraternity is attracting men from 
varied disciplines, he says, and the number of men in his house is growing.
He’s just one of many people pulling for the new fraternity. FIJI has 
strong moral and financial support from graduate brothers in the area. The 
Rev. William Kliber, FIJI colony adviser, and seven other graduate brothers 
hope to receive a $50,000 second-mortgage loan from the Phi Gamma Delta 
international headquarters in Lexington, Ky., to buy and furnish a permanent 
house for the UM FIJIs.
Kliber says that although FIJI has had a rough start in not having a 
permanent house, the fraternity is here to stay.
Davidson, too, is optimistic that FIJI will survive. "They'll be as 
strong as any fraternity in a few years," he says.
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